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SUBJECT: COURT DECISION THREATENS TO UPSET LABOR PARTY CONVENTION 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . WITH ONLY DAYS REMAINING BEFORE ITS ALL-IMPORTANT 
CONVENTION, THE LABOR PARTY'S WOES CONTINUE TO PROLIFERATE. 

ON FEBRUARY 15 THE SUPREME COURT UPHELD A LOWER COURT’S 
DECISION TO THE EFFECT THAT THE INCLUSION OF THE MEMBERS OF 
THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE AS DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTION, 

ALONG WITH THE NEWLY ELECTED DELEGATES, CONTRAVENES 

THE PARTY'S CONSTITUTION. THIS ARRANGEMENT WAS 
AGREED UPON ABOUT A YEAR AGO, PRIMARILY TO OVERCOME 
FEARS OF THE AHDUT AVODAH THAT IN AN OPEN ELECTION OF 
DELEGATES THAT FACTION WOULD LOSE GROUND. SINCE AHDUT 
AVODAH COMPRISES ABOUT A QUARTER OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
AUTOMATIC SEATING OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE WOULD GIVE 
THE FACTION ASSURED REPRESENTATION. 
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2. BECAUSE THE PARTY'S LEADERS ARE MEMBERS OF THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE. VIRTUALLY NONE OF THEM RAN AS 
DELEGATES IN THE FEBRUARY 1 PARTY ELECTION. THUS 
THE EFFECT OF THE COURT’S REULING IS TO EXCLUDE THE 
PARTY LEADERSHIP FROM THE CONVENTION, INCLUDING 
RABIN. PERES, OTHER CABINET MINISTERS, MK S, LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AND HISTADRUT LEADERS, ETC. 
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3. SOME ELEMENTS OF THE PRESS (JERUALEM POST AND 
HAARETZ) HAVE HIGHLIGHTED LABOR'S DISCOMFITURE OVER 
THE DEVELOPMENT, CALLING IT A CALAMITY AND EVEN CASTING 
DOUBT ON WHETHER THE CONVENTION CAN BE HELD ON SCHEDULE. 

THE PAPERS HAVE ALSO NOTED THAT THE PARTY CONSTITUTION 
PLACES A CEILING OF 10 PERCENT ON THE NUMBER OF NON-CONVENTION 
DELEGATES WHO CAN BE ELECTED TO THE NEXT CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 
CONSEQUENTLY, THE COURT'S RULING WOULD MEAN THAT 90 PERCENT 
OF THE PRESENT PARTY LEADERSHIP WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM THE 
NEW CENTRAL COMMITTEE TO BE CHOSEN BY THE CONVENTION. 

4. THE PARTY'S LEGAL EXPERTS ARE ALREADY AT WORK EX- 
AMINING WAYS TO AMEND THE CONSITUTION AND PARTY 
LEADERS IN CONVERSATIONS WITH US HAVE DOWNPLAYED THE 
GRAVITY OF THE COURT'S DECISION, EMPHASIZING THAT THE 
CONVENTION IS SOVEREIGN WITHIN THEPARTY. THEY EX- 
PRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT THE CONVENTION WILL APPROVE 
THE INCLUSION OF THE OUT-GOING CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
AND THAT ITS MEMBERS WILL HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 
BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

5. COMMENT: NOTWITHSTANDING THE OPTIMISM EXPRESSED 
BY OUR CONTACTS, WE ASSUME THAT THE INCLUSION OF 
THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE WILL DEPEND ON THE VOTE OF THE 
2300 ELECTED DELEGATES. WHILE IT IS VIRTUALLY IN- 
CONCEIVABLE THAT SUCH A VOTE COULD GO AGAINST THE 
PARTY LEADERSHIP, THE SCHEDULE OF THE CONVENTION, 
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WHICH WILL VOTE ON THE CANDIDATE FOR PRIME MINISTER 
AS ONE OF ITS FIRST ORDERS OF BUSINESS, COULD BE UPSET. 

THE ENTIRE AFFAIR APPEARS TO BE ONE MORE SYMPTOM OF 
THE LABOR PARTY'S CURRENT MALAISE. AS SUMMED UP IN 
TODAY'S JERUSALEM POST EDITORIAL: "AS IN THE CASE 
OF PARTY FINANCING PRACTICES, THE LABOR PARTY SEEMS 
TO HAVE FALLEN VICTIM TO ITS OWN MISGUIDED REARGUARD 
FIGHT AGAINST CHANGING POLITICAL MORES. MEANWHILE, 

THE SUPREME COURT'S DECISION THAT A PARTY'S CONSTITUTION 
IS MORE THAN A SCRAP OF PAPER SHOULD BE WELCOMED AS 
A HARBINGER OF A NEW ERA INPOLITICS." 

DUNNIGAN 
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